THE IMPACT OF ARCHITECTURE:
ENVIRONMENT, COMMUNITY AND CLIENTS
by Steven C. Yesner, AlA
The Third Annual SANTA FE DESIGN CONFERENCE,
sponsored by the New Mexico Society of Architects, will be held
November 3-5 at Sweeney Center in Santa Fe. This year's
program centers around questions and issues of how the work of
architects affects the built environment, community values, and
the people who generate architectural projects.
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The Theme of the 1988 Conference

The title theme selected for 1988 is "The Impact of Architecture." The speakers, seminars and tours will address the relationships among architect, developer and building owner.
What is the impact of the architect's work on developers, institutions, government agencies, home builders and other who
procure or own buildings? On what basis do developers and
owners select architects? Is it primarily based on aesthetics,
economy, past experience, size offirm, a combination of these or
other criteria? To what degree is the creation or renovation of a
building motivated solely by profit or simply to provide more
physical space?
How does aesthetic and functional design affect the marketability of a commercial project or the success of a public facility? How
do related fields such as planning, landscape architecture and
interior design contribute to the impact of architecture? How
important are architectural photography, model-making, delineation and computer-generated graphics to the "selling" or promotion of an architect's ability or the owner's project?
The History of the Design Conference

The Design Conference is an outgrowth of the annual meeting
ofthe New Mexico Society of Architects (NMSA), which traditionally was held in turn at the location of each ofthe four chapters of
the Society. In 1986, it was the Santa Fe chapter's turn to be host.
Don Schlegel, FAIA, who was NMSA President at the time,
proposed the creation of an inter-disciplinary design conference in
conjunction with the annual meeting "to be open not only to
Architects, but also to other professionals involved in the molding
of our physical environment."
Santa Fe was chosen as a permanent location for the conference
because of its prominence as a major cultural center of the
Southwest. The concept was to develop the design conferences as
a series of dynamic symposia and lectures, including nationally
recognized participants and speakers, so as to "eventually attract
national attention and participation."
The Star-Studded Program

This year's conference will certainly live up to those expectations. Not only will participants learn from nationally renowned
designers and developers like Gyo Obata of Hellmuth Obata &
Kassabaum, Paul Silverman of Trammell Crow, Rodney Fri ed man of Fisher, Friedman and Elwin Stevens of the State University of New York, they will have the opportunity to visit a war dwinning projects in the Santa Fe ar ea with the people who ma de
them happen, see an exhibit ofNMSA members' work eval uated
by ajury from the AIA National Committee on Design, an d see th e
latest architectural product lines available in the Southwest.
Other articles in th is issue describe the eminent speakers, the
projects to be visited on tours, and the background and credentials
of the desi gn awar ds jury.
In addition, th ere will be receptions, a golf tournament, spouse
events and a banquet at the new Muse um of Indian Art and
Culture featuring th e NMSA Design Awards and humorist, Jim
Arnholz.
.
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It's an opportunity you shouldn't miss.

